Inspection of Early Years Nursery
School
James Barney Child care Centre, Norman Way, MELTON MOWBRAY, Leicestershire
LE13 1JE

Inspection date:

1 March 2022

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this friendly nursery. They happily leave
their parents at the door. Children of all ages, including the very youngest, develop
warm and affectionate relationships with staff. Babies remain close to staff who
support them as they explore. Highly attentive staff support children to be safe and
develop emotional security.
Two-year-old children make choices about what they want to do. They move
around the room, selecting resources that interest them. For example, they use
their hand-to-eye coordination to build towers. Staff encourage them to build their
towers higher. Three-year-old children show confidence when they bring visitors a
book to read to them. Pre-school children enjoy a range of activities to support
their curiosity. They use their imagination and dress up as astronauts as they
explore the enticing pretend space station.
Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. For example, they help
children to understand rules and boundaries, especially when they use the soft-play
zone. Children understand they must only go down the slide feet first. From a
young age, babies show a sharing and caring attitude. For example, babies offer
their peers toys. Staff offer lots of praise, which contributes to babies growing selfesteem.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The provider and her management team are strong role models and support
staff well. They strive for high-quality care and learning in an inclusive
environment. They lead a well-established, experienced team of staff, who share
their ambition. The leaders constantly evaluate the nursery, seeking opinions
from parents.
n Staff observe and assess children's learning regularly. They implement a
sequenced curriculum that builds on what they want children to learn next. For
example, staff working with three-year-old children have recognised that since
the COVID-19 pandemic, children have been doing less for themselves. This
means staff working with this age group concentrate on encouraging
independence.
n Children play and learn in an environment that is rich in language. Staff working
with all age groups speak clearly to children as they play, introducing new
vocabulary and modelling good grammar.
n Staff working with pre-school children recognised after the COVID-19 pandemic,
some children were struggling to regulate their behaviour. They worked together
with the children to devise a set of rules and boundaries and created a visual
picture board to reinforce these. Children show good behaviour and know what
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staff expect of them.
n While teaching is strong, overall staff consistently give children their undivided
attention when playing alongside them. There are occasions when teaching and
learning is not consistently delivered to the highest level. As staff engage
children in activities, they occasionally miss children who are less confident to
join in.
n The nursery have a unique feature of a soft-play and ball pool zone. Children
have fun when they access this area. Staff carefully supervise them as they play.
Children demonstrate superb physical skills as they confidently climb, slide and
jump.
n Staff maintain ongoing discussions with parents. They recognise limitations
placed on children during recent events. This includes social interactions with
other children. Consequently, staff ensure they broaden children's experiences
by encouraging interactions with their peers. For example, children of different
ages come together at different points of the day.
n Children who speak English as an additional language make good progress. Staff
provide targeted small-group activities to promote language skills for all children.
For example, staff provide visual prompts, such as, 'singing spoons' to
encourage participation. Children look at books with staff, and listen and engage
with enthusiasm at story time.
n The managers use additional funding thoughtfully. For example, staff work oneto-one with children who need it. This gives those that need it instant help and
support to enable them to make good progress.
n A strength of the nursery is how the managers and staff have developed very
positive relationships with parents. Parents speak extremely highly about the
setting and clearly attribute their child's good progress to the time they spend
there. Parents commend the communication they have with the nursery.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The managers and staff have a broad understanding of safeguarding. They
understand how to identify the signs and symptoms of abuse. Staff confidently
describe the action they would take if they had concerns about the welfare of a
child. The nursery environment is clean, safe and well maintained. Staff ensure the
premises are secure. This helps to prevent unauthorised entry into the nursery.
Staff are deployed effectively and supervise children well. For example, when staff
work with babies on their own, they have a buzzer system and closed-circuit
television to alert other staff if they need help. Managers implement stringent
procedures to ensure that all adults are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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n reflect on the quality of teaching and learning experiences of children to build on
the existing good practice and measure what is being done well and what could
be further improved.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY386086

Local authority

Leicestershire

Inspection number

10064483

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places

100

Number of children on roll

101

Name of registered person

Early Years Nursery Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP903008

Telephone number

01664 565859

Date of previous inspection

9 November 2015

Information about this early years setting
Early Years Nursery School registered in 2008. It is in Melton Mowbray,
Leicestershire. The nursery employs 27 members of childcare staff. Of these, 25
hold appropriate early years qualifications, three at level 2, 16 at level 3, one at
level 5, three at level 6, one with early years professional status and one with
qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only.
Sessions are from 9.15am until 2.45pm. Wrap around care is offered in the
morning from 8.30am until 9.15am and in the afternoon from 2.45pm until 4pm.
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old
children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Sharon Alleary
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.
n The management team and the inspector completed a learning walk together of
all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.
n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
outdoors and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of written feedback
offered.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2022
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